What is HTML and what can it do for me?

HTML is an acronym for HyperText Markup Languade basic programming language used to create wggspa
displayed on the World Wide Web. HTML enables yine, designer, to creabgpertext linkgo other HTML files
and also allows you to include static and intev&ctjraphics, video, and sound files in your pagéss is done by
inserting special strings of characters, called HTislys, into your document. Many web developers codednd
while others use specially designed programs, nedeio as HTML or web editing software, to develogh pages
and web sites. Web editors offer the designer gp@dunity to create web pages in a visual, poimd-alick
environment without the complexity of hand coding.

Creating Web Pages Using Dreamweaver MX

Dreamweaver is a very powerful HTML editor that ¢esfp designers create web pages by using simple an
straightforward tools (e.g. inserting image anédinas well as more complex and sophisticated (;gs
cascading style sheets, javascript behaviors, tany web developers have referred to Dreamweayérea
industry standard for HTML editors. We in highewuedtion find it quite useful as well!

LET'S GET STARTED......
Launch the Dreamweaver MX software and seffdet>> New. TheNew Documentdialog box appears. In the

Category list, chooseéBasic pageandHTML , then clickCreateto create a new HTML document. You will be
returned to a screen that will, in general, lodde lihis.

G"Macromedia Dreamweaver MX 2004 - [Untitled Document {Untitled-1}] = 5[
File Edit Wiew Insert Modfy Text Commands Site ‘Window Help

omnv % E&|FE-&-BQEB-F
i3] ode | <3} spit | (] pesion | T | ntited Document o 0 & | P E-‘
<body = 786 % 286 - |1K [ 1 sec
i w Properties o
EDrmatINone =l StzlelNone ~| Bz i -1 %

antIDEfauIt Fant j §ize|Nﬂnej| j D‘ B

[Page Properties. .. I [ Lisk Ttem.., I
a

The Dreamweaver environment includes a collectigmanels that include a variety of tools and opiche two

most often used are tiRrFoperties Inspectorpanel and thénsert panel. There may also be other panels that
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appear upon beginning a new document (web page)c#o close these panels by choosigdowand then
deselecting the particular panel you wish.

TheProperties Inspectorpanel displays properties for selected objects {ables, images, blocks of text). Text
properties include font type, font size, link/URé&xt color, etc. Other properties provided in Breperties
Inspector panel are specific to the element selected suahage (size, alt tag, etc.) and table (numbepwfsr

and columns, border, etc).
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The Insert Panel for Dreamweaver

Thelnsert panel contains the following sections:
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Common contains the most commonly used objects suchks, limages, named anchors, and tables.
Forms contains buttons for creating forms and form eletsie

Text contains special characters (e.g. copyright syjrdoad options for changing the way that text appear
HTML contains options for adding head content (e.g. padieects) and horizontal bars.

Favorites allows you to create a customized menu for theoogtyou use most often.

Your Web Page

1. If you have not yet created a new page, s€liéet>> New. TheNew Documentdialog box appears. In the
Category list, chooseéBasic pageandHTML , then clickCreateto create a new HTML document.

2. Make sure that the following panels are dispdayleeProperties Inspectorpanel and thinsert panel. If they
are not, go t®Window and selecinsert andProperties.

3. Add an introductory title (line of text) to yopage and then use tReoperties Inspectorto change the way

that your text appears (e.g. color, size, font).
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4. Type in a brief introductory paragraph about,ymur professional interests, etc. ExploreRheperties
Inspector to change the text so it appears as you wish¢elgr, size, font, etc).
5. Type a list of the courses you are teachingognams/projects offered in your department andtlisdist

option in theProperties Inspectorto make it a numbered list or a bulleted list.

TIP To go to the next line (of text, for example) yanaise either keystroke below, based on how yolu yagsr text to appear.

To create a double space between lines of texdspgheEnterkey

To create a single space between lines of texd, thalvn theShiftkey and then pregnter.

6. Itis important to assist those browsing youggdsite by including a title. The title is importan that it helps
your user know where they are in relation to trst of your course or web site. Notice the diffeeehetween
these pages:
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J Untitled Document - Microsoft Internet Exp|

JEiIe Edit Wiew Fawfflites Tools Help
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7. You can also change the background color op#we or set the default colors for text, links, aisited links.
Access these options by clicking on thage Propertiesbutton on thd’roperties Inspectorand choosing the

Title/Encoding option to change the title and tAppearanceoption to change page, text, and link colors.

ﬁg&v@-\-ﬁ

or by dropping and dragging from thesert menu. Make your table 2 rows by 3 columns witioeder value
of 2, a width of 85%, and a cell padding and spgaoih2 each.

Comrmon v

8. Create a table using thesert panel

x
Table size
Rows: IZ— Columris: |3_
Table width: IF Im

Barder thickness: |1 pixels
Cell padding: |2
Cell spacing: |2

Header

/e o L L L | L1 L |

9. Save your document as index.html.
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NOTE When you save your document as index.html the beoiNgows" to look for this document in your virtispace when yoy

simply type in the address (etdtp://www.mywebaddress.edu/

More About Tables in Dreamweaver

Tables are a helpful way to arrange informatiothsd it appears in the format you wish on your \page. Tables
provide structure for text and graphics and makagier to line information up both vertically amarizontally.

Table widths that are set in percentages will adpghe size of the window in which they are beugwed:;

table widths set in pixels (chose this by usingdtep down menu next to the width field) are absoand

format your table so that it appears the sameisiaay sized window.

Border adds a visible or invisible frame aroundryable cells. Using a value bfcreates an invisible border

or frame around your information.

Cell padding and spacing add white space withinkstdieen table cells. An acceptable default foh 2.
You can also add rows and columns to tables if e@dy positioning your cursor in the table cell ena/hich you
wish to add rows or beside which you wish to addroms. Add a series of rows or columns by dropging
dragging from thélodify menu toTable. From the fly out menu, choosgsert Rows or Columns A window
will pop up that gives you the option to choosenhenber of rows or columns you wish to insert &ngu wish

them above or below the selection (where your gusspositioned).

If you wish to make other formatting changes toryaible (e.g. change the background color of ataéll, width

of a columns, etc) you may do so by selecting dbéetModify >>Table >>Select Tableor with your cursor in a

table cell by pressingontrol + A twice orapple + Atwice). Your properties inspector will display theperties

of your table. You can expand options by clickimgtbe inverted triangle in the lower right corner.
PROPERTIES INSPECTOR FOR A TABLE
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PROPERTIES INSPECTOR FOR A SINGLE CELL WITHIN ATAB LE

—

TIP | Using theHorz andVert fields at the bottom of the single cell propertiespector, you can select from the drop down men

next to these elements to force your text withaethto appear at the top of the cell, at the bottor centered within the cell

Inserting Graphics on a Web Page

But First, a Note about Links, Graphics and Paths:

To reduce confusion, place all of your pages arab@s in the same folder. If you have a largeragitewish to
sort your files into folders or directories, makeesthe directory structure on your local compi¢eg. hard drive)
mirrors exactly the directory structure on youtwa space on the server. This helps to maintanrttegrity of
the path to your pages or images so that when ybligh to the web server, your pages will appearectly. If
you don’t do this, you may end up with an incorneath and your page will not display properly. Alagood rule
of thumb is to make sure that before you insemlgics in your page, you have saved your html docurfveeb

page) in the correct location on your hard drive.

INCORRECT CORRECT

To Insert a Graphic:

1. Position your cursor where you wish to insertraage on the page (this can also be inside a tatile

2. Drop and drag from theasert menu tolmage or click on the image icon (picture of a tree)tbalnsert
panel. Remember the concept of paths applies tgamalso, so you will need to place all imagesouryeb
folder or in a graphics folder within the web falgeior to inserting them into your page!!

3. Locate your image and clidelect.

4. Check the path of your image in the SRC fielthmProperty Inspector.

>

IntroDWMXO06.doc O 2006 Training Group
Armstrong Atlantic State University



Creating Links in Dreamweaver

The following information will explain how tbnk to:
A. URLs (addresses on the WWW),

B. other documents in your web site,

C. links to send an email, and
D

. targets within your web page.

A. To create dink to a URL on the web:
1. Select text or an image that will serve as yoguerlink.
2. Go to theProperty Inspector window and type the URL (web address) inltek field. NOTE: Make
sure you type in the complete address includiity;// at the beginning of the URL.

B. To creatdinks between documents
1. Select text or an image in your web page thhiserve as your hyperlink.
2. Go to yourProperty Inspector and do one of the following:
Click the folder icon to the right of tHank field to browse and select a file. The path to the
linked document appears in the URL field.

In theLink field, type the path and file name of the document

O

C. To create énk to send an emailyou can use one of two options:
1. Use the mailto option in thenk field.

Select text or an image in your web page thatseitve as your hyperlink, this will most likely be a

phrase such as “Send me an email” or your emarkesdd

In theLink field, typemailto: followed by the email address of the person tomwlyou wish the

email to be sent.
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2. Use the email wizard option on timsert panel.
Position your cursor where you would like your elniak to appear and click on the icon that looks

like an envelope.

Fill in both fields and clickOK

D. To creatdinks within documents (these are called named anchors):

Named anchors set position place markers in a denti(they are also called bookmarks and targetned
anchors are often used to link to a specific tapi¢he page or back to the top of a document. @ggatlink to
a named anchor istavo-step processFirst, you will create a named anchor; second,wil create a link to

the named anchoNote: Named anchors are case and space sensitive.

1. To create a named anchor:
a. Inthe Document window, place the cursor apthiat at which you want the named anchor (nexnto a

image or bit of text) to be inserted.
b. From thdnsert menu, choosdlamed Anchoror choose the anchor symbol from theert panel.

c. IntheAnchor Namefield, type a name for the anchor.
d. If the anchor icon/marker doesn't appear airtbertion point location, choosdéew >> Visual Aids >>

Invisible Elements

2. To link to a named anchor:
a. In the Document window, select text or an im@gereate a link to your named anchor.

b. In the Link field of théProperty Inspector, type a number sign (#) and the name of the anéluor
example: To link to an anchor named "top" in therent document, type #top. Remember anchors are
case sensitive.

c. Ifyou're feeling adventurous, you can alsotkey point and click method. Highlight your link Xteor
image) and point with your mouse to the symbol texhe file folder in thd’roperty Inspector
window that looks like a compass. Holding your mnedswn, drag to the anchor symbol and release the
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mouse. Your named anchor has been set.

Creating Forms in Dreamweaver

Forms allow you to gather information from userowisit your site. For example, you can ask fosarls name
and e-mail address, or have visitors take a susigy,a guest book, or provide feedback. Forms hagearts:
HTML source code describing the form (for examghe, fields, labels, and buttons a user sees opage), and a
script or application on the server side to proteesnformation submitted (such as a CGI scripdth parts are
needed for an online form to be successful. You catlect form data without using a processingEan the
server. Once you have created the form, contactlfya8upport for assistance with having the saggrerated to

process your form.

In Dreamweaver, form input types (e.g. fields anttdns) are called form objects. You can use Dreaawer to
create a variety of form objects such as text §etddio buttons, checkboxes, list/ menus, andalile images
(such as a Submit button).. You can insert fornectsj by using thEorms category in thénsert panel, or by
choosinginsert >>Form, and then choosing from the list of form objects.
TheForms category provides the following options:
Insert Form inserts a form in the document. Any additionahiarbjects, such as text fields and radio
buttons, must be inserted within the form boundaryhe data to be processed correctly.
Insert Text Field inserts a text field in a form. Text fields accapy type of text such as alphabetic, or
numeric entries. The entered text can be displagesisingle line, as multiple lines, or as bultets
asterisks (for password protection).
Insert Checkboxinserts a checkbox in a form. Checkboxes allowtiplel responses in a single group of
options, a user can select as many options as.apply
Insert Radio Button inserts a radio button in a form. Radio buttormesent exclusive choices. Selecting a
button within a group deselects all others in thaug, for example a user can either select YesoobiN
not both.
Insert List/menus allows you to create user choices in a list. Tis aption displays the option values in a
scrolling list and allows users to select multipfgions in the list. The Menu option displays tip¢ian
values in a drop-down list and allows users tociedaly a single choice.
Insert Jump Menu inserts a navigational list or pop-up menu. Jungmus let you insert a menu in which
each option links to a document or URL. (NOTE: Y@ use Jump menus as navigational aids as well as

form choices.)
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Insert Button inserts a text button in a form. Buttons perfoasks when clicked, such as submitting or
resetting forms. You can add a custom name or fabel button, or use one of the predefined labels—
Submitor Reset

Naming your form objects is essential for the sasfid generation of the cgi script and to be certlaat your data

output is formatted correctly.

NOTE Radio buttons for a single question should all Hireesamdabel or name (e.g rb1) but uniquehecked valuesThe
Radio Group tool offers a straightforward means of creatirrgdio button family.

All other form elements (text fields, check boxskduld have separate and unique labels. Also éxetlother elements,
checked values and labels should be the same. ikge#pe form labels short helps make creating thesaipt more

efficient, so try to make the form object namesdabbut brief.

To add a form to a document:

Position your cursor where, on the page, you walr yorm to begin. Then do one of the followingitheForms
category in theénsert panel, select thimsert Form icon or Choose Insert >> Form >> Form. When a f&m
created, a dotted red outline appears in the documedow.

To add form objects to a form:

Place the insertion poiimiside the form (delineated by the red line) where you want threnfobject to appear,
then do one of the following: 1/ in the Objects @l@Formscategory select thasert Form Objec{your choice)
icon or 2/ Choose Insert > Form Object. When a folject is added, you will need to give it a unigueaningful
label in the properties inspector and set the fipguioperties you desire for that form object. Maill also need to

give it a unique checked value

Text Fields

To gather information
such as Name,
Address, etc.

Text Area

To gather multi line
information such as
Comments.

Checkbox

To gather data about
specific choices you
offer the user.
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Radio Button

To gather forced
choice data you offer
the user.

List/Menu

To offer the user a
number of options
from which to
choose.

Some more important information about paths:

Document-relative pathsare the most appropriate paths to use for lookslin most Web sites. They're
particularly useful when the current document drallinked-to document are in the same folder aadikeely to
remain together. You can also use a documentrelpath to link to a document in another foldespgcifying
the path through the folder hierarchy from the enrdocument to the linked document.
When you specify a document-relative path, youdeayt thehttp:// segment of the web address. You don't need
this if the web pages are in the same folder iirtaal space, for instance.
To link to another file in the same folder as therent document, simply provide the file name tackh
you wish to link (e.g. linking from the index.htrile to the faculty.htm file you would type simply
faculty.htm in theLink field in your Property Inspector window).

To link to a file in a subfolder of the current dmeent's folder, provide the name of the subfolttean a

forward slash, and then the file name to link tg {;nages 1/ginger.jpg).

For example, suppose you have a site with thistre:
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To link from contents.html to hours.htrfidoth files are, in the same folder)you would typehours.html.
in the Link field.

To link to tips.html (in the subfolder named resources),you would tgseurces/tips.htmlin the Link
field.

Each forward slash (/) represents moving down ewellin the folder hierarchy.

To link from contents.htmlto catalog.html (in a different subfolder of the parent foldeypé the path
../products/catalog.html.

Each ../ represents moving up one level the fditkemarchy NOTE: This concept is the same when
inserting images

NOTE: An incorrect path is the most common source fobroken images and pages not found on web sites.
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